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destiny. Once they had made this clear beyond any shadow
of doubt half of their difficulties would have been over. A
declaration of this kind on their part would have brought
the intransigent elements in India's political life into a
reasonable frame of mind and facilitated their own task of
reconstituting the Central Government and setting up a
machinery for framing a constitution for India.
The statement, the Cabinet Mission issued on May 16, em-
bodied the new British proposals for the future Government
of India, (Sse Appendix B-I.) It was acclaimed by the entire
Indian press as a landmark in the political history of this
country. Even as big a leader as Mahatma Gandhi commended
the proposals by saying that they contained the seed to con-
vert this land of sorrow into one without sorrow and
suffering. He asked the people to examine the proposals not
from a parochial standpoint but that of the whole country.
The statement began with quoting the historic words of
Premier Attlee that the Mission were going to India to make
utmost endeavours to help her to attain freedom ** as speedily
and fully as possible/1 and said that in view of the failure of
the Congress and the Muslim League to come to a settlement,
the Ministers thought it their duty to put forward their
own proposals t^ ensure the speedy setting up of the new
constitution. These proposals dealt mostly with the long-
range constitutional settlement, though the Mission " recom-
mended" the setting up immediately of a government
enjoying the support of the major political parties in India
for the transition period. So far as the interim Government
was concerned the Mission declared that the Viceroy's
Executive Council should be entirely Indian and that all
portfolios, including that of the War Member, should be
held by Indians. This was really an advance on all the
previous proposals which envisaged the Commander-in-Chief
as being solely responsible for Defence.
The new British plan for India made six major proposals
with full approval of the British Government:
Firstly, there should be a Union of India, embracing both
British India and the States which should deal with foreign
affairs, defence and communications and should have the
power necessary to raise the finances required for these
subjects.